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Inspired Learning, Inspired Excellence  

Arataki kia tu honohono i runga te huarahi pai mo tatou katoa 

Home ward bound on a safe path, is where we long to be. 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

It was great to get back to school this week and to get the 
second half of the year underway.  We start this term with 
an increased roll of 375 students.  Welcome to all of our 
new children and their families. 

Syndicate 2:  Rooms 2,3,4 and 9 have had interactive 
whiteboards installed during the holidays.  Our thanks to 
the PTA who made it possible for us to purchase these for 
our childrenôs learning.  The teachers and their classes are 
all very excited about having these in their classrooms and 
the learning opportunities that they open up.  These latest 
boards brings us to a total of 12 interactive whiteboards 
installed and our next focus is on the Year 1 and 2 classes. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences:  

All parents should have received a notice on Monday this 
week asking for you to make an appointment for next week 
to meet with your childôs teacher.  If you missed the notice 
please contact the school office to book a time.  Appointment times will be sent home with the children on Friday. 

National Standards:  In you childôs report you will have received information about how your child is achieving when 
measured against the National Standards in Reading, Writing and Mathematics .  It is important to remember that       

children are expected to achieve the National Standard by the end  of the year.   

So if it was reported your child is already at or above the National Standard half way through the year thatôs good news.  
Critics of National Standards will put out that teachers will stop teaching those already achieving the  standards to     
concentrate on those not at the standard.  This is a complete red herring and I can undertake to assure you that all     
children at Sandspit Road School will continue to be pushed along so that they continue to develop and improve their 
achievement levels.   

For those children whose teachers reported as being below or well below the standard it will be important that you as a 
parent understand what your childôs teacher will be doing to get them to the required standard by the end of the year.  It 
is also vital that you find out what you need to do at home to support your childôs learning.  One way you can find that 
out is to attend the Parent/Teacher conferences. 

I would be very interested to receive any feed back from parents about how you found our reports this year.  Did it give 
you the information you needed in a way that you could understand?  What would you find 
useful to have included that would make the report more useful for you? And what other     
information do you need to understand the National Standards.  Please email me or put your 
thoughts on paper so I can collate your responses. 

I look forward to seeing lots of parents along at school next Tuesday and Wednesday meeting 
with their childôs teacher. 

Graeme Newall  


